The NGO Terre Madri, the Independent Observatory on the Andes Region - Selvas.org, Translators for Peace 
ORGANIZE
From the 15th at 25th NOVEMBER 2007
in collaboration with Acción Ecologica (Ecuador)
and with the support of the Transnational Institute - TNI  (The Netherlands)
"SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS"
an Auditing Mission on Environment, 
Health and Human Rights in Ecuador
 

A journey to discover and assess the social, 

political and environmental situation in Ecuador.
The first part of the journey will be dedicated to meeting indigenous organisations and groups involved in safeguarding the environment and human rights. Also, knowing more about international cooperation projects and discovering the breathtaking beauty of the Andean and Amazonian landscapes, will give observers first-hand insights on the geo-political situation in the area. Target: ITT - Yasunì Project proposed from Ecuador Government.
The second part of the journey involves travelling to the border between Ecuador and Colombia to assess the environmental and social impact of aerial fumigations with glyphosate. The impact of these actions, aimed at combating drug abuse as part of the so-called "Plan Colombia", will be tested by collecting data and evidence from the local population. Meetings with scholars, scientific researchers, and government representatives of Ecuador have also been scheduled.

Target: know an international case study about safeguard Human Right
------------------------------------
M I S S I O N
Fumigations (aerial aspersions) with glyphosate (weed-killer) are a practice accepted by the Plan against Drug Abuse and to combat illicit crop growing in Colombia. The poisonous rain falls close to the border with Ecuador, sometimes even crossing it; this is still today a controversial issue between the governments of the two Andean countries.
The mission to Ecuador will allow for direct observation, personal assessment, data collection, gathering evidence and useful documents for journalistic and scientific reports.
This auditing mission’s aim is to assess the impact of the use of weed-killers on the rain forest and on cultivated areas and how it affects human health and the environmental ecosystem.
------------------------------------------------
Participation is open to Journalists, Researchers
Participants will receive the necessary support in terms of information, 
documents and contacts to prepare for the journey and understand the topic under examination.
For more information and to support the initiative, contact

 Gianni Tarquini. Mail to: terre.madri@libero.it
